UNIT 5: NON-LINEAR FUNCTIONS -......

Negative Exponents
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ﬁolving Negative Exponents

You already know that'an exponent represents the number of times you have to multiply a number
by itself. For example, 2* means 2*272*2. But what if your variable is being raised to a negative
exponent? If you were given 2 how would you multiply two by itself negative four times?
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There is nothing special about solving a problem that includes negative exponentials. It's just an

intermediate step'that you may or may not want to complete to make things simpler. The best way to

get comfortable with negative exponents is to work a few example problems that use them. Here are P(
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