ALG 1: RATIONAL NUMBERS ...

Objectives: The students will be

Mo'ﬂ 8/20 Page -6 - able to combine like terms to
simplify variable expressions. .

Combining Like Terms

In an expression, the terms are the elements separated by the plus or minus sign. Am the \
number being mult:plued by a vanable. ‘
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a is the variable 3a + b=
b/c there is no

Z)Q =t b =+ - ) riable beside it.

' Like terms have the same variable(s),” 2x+3y + 4x = 5§
2x and 4x are like terms.

S—("‘ Y Y Ny '3y and -5y are like terms.’
You can add like terms by adding their coefficients.
2 x +4x = 6x and 3y + (-5y) = -2y,

So you can simplify 2x + 3y'+ 4x =5y = 6x + - 2y

Practice 3
Problem 1. 2x ¥3y¥z | &— 3 Herm > I T;paly .yc:t':lc; r.!ot_:
a) What number is the coefficient of x? L ; \:Ir;tre_:he coefficients
b) What number is the coefficient of y? _L I : 1x=x 5 ‘
c) What number is the/coefficient of 22/ __| S I X
e 3+erms

Problem 2. 5x — 4y — z (hint: change the subtraction to plus the opposite)
a) What number is the coefficient of x? _5__ , + (-L{Y + M
b) What number is the coefficient of y? "'_L{
c) What number is the coefficient of 22/ _— |
Problem 3. Add like terms.
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